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This beautifully produced book contains the landmark work of the most influential lesbian

photographers in the world, including Morgan Gwenwald, Della Grace, Diana Blok, Tee Corrine, Jill

Posener, and Honey Lee Cottrell. Beyond the impact of the individual photographers, Bright writes

about the themes that have fueled lesbian photography, including the feminist approach to the body

and the lesbian relationship to popular culture.
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This is not "I kissed a girl and I liked it." It's certainly not the Cosmo lesbian (even though I like

Cosmo just fine, thanks). Listen to this line from Jill Posener: "When I was 15...I had recently seen

the movie "The Fox". I went to the movie theatre on my own, I came away with this blinding

headache--you know, that throbbing when you've just been told you have a fatal disease." This is

when she told her mother "I think I'm a lesbian."There is a fierce quality to that quote that defines

the whole book: When loving between women is so raw, so unstoppable, that it can't be undone,

and a life is altered. Our society would say the "blatant lesbian image" is not marketable, not pretty

enough--but these photos show it is.They are very explicit, especially the BDSM, and the Butch Bois

are so, well, BUTCH, that it made my eyes hurt. Even underneath that, the reader can see how

gorgeous women are, even when they're dressed up like macho men. The female presence

persists, in spite of it all. I laughed when I read that some of the women only watch Gay Male porn,

because female porn is just too LOVING.I found the feminism refreshing, because it's not politically



correct. Every photographer in the book agreed: women can't be liberated if our voices are ignored,

made soft and sweet--because it's just another cage. It's not misunderstanding of sexuality that

leads to violence against women, but hatred of women, period. At least that's what I got out of the

essays.There's alot of grief, too, in the writing. The dedication reads:" for the lesbian artists who are

not in the collection, because you fear for your job, because you fear abandonment..." and it's a

relief that someone admits it.
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